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This tournament was such
a prominent event that it was
even covered by the local TV
station. The finals pitted
David and Bill against Galin
Gaunce and Billy Chiles.
Well, Billy Chiles and Bill
prevailed and the headlines
the next day in the local paper
read "Players shuffle home
with $13,000".

Over the next dozen years,
or so, David and Bill success-
fully partnered together in
many events including Reno,
Las Vegas and Austin (for Don
Valk's "Texas Open").
Through the years, David has
also enjoyed great success in
Mixed Doubles playing with
Diana Hagen, the "Queen of
the Jungle." Despite his
prowess as a doubles player
(although Diana claims she
carried him), David's greatest
achievements have probably
been in the Singles events.
Unlike other events where
team play overshadows indi-
vidual performance that is not
the case in Singles. Nowhere
to run, nowhere to hide,
nobody to blame. Pro-Singles
is very difficult and challeng-
ing and few can claim the
success that David has
achieved over the years. With
15 documented Singles titles,
David has wor state chamrion-
ships and maior Singles titles
everywhe== from Psnnsylvania
to Nevada and in between.
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Among those titles are two
victories in the "Texas Open
Singles" championship game
over the legendary Darrol
Nelson who along with Billy
Mays are unquestionably the
two greatest players to ever
touch a weight. In fact, the
game between David and
Darrol back in 1991 for the
"Texas Open Single" title has
been called, by some observ-
ers, one of the greatest matches
in the history of the game with
one possible shot after another
being executed by both
competitors. Since this match
was being played as other
events were completed, there
were well over one hundred
players watching this game and
marveling at the expertise
displayed by both David and
Darrol.

Although David still excels
at Singles and Doubles, in
recent years he has also
enjoyed great success in team
events where he has probably
won more team titles than any
other captain.

As with most true champi-
ons, David does not dwell on
past accomplishments but
rather looks forward to the next
challenge. Although he has
won countless tournaments
over the years, he is much
more at ease talking about the
play of others, especially the
younger players like Dan Hitt
and Mike Taylor and now Jr.

December 29, 2002

In fact, he and
will likely be a forr
team for years to cc

As it stands, the
list of David's past
achievements is inc
and based upon wh
and Bill Melton car
plus what is docum
The Board Talk sin
and the more than |
and trophies he ha:s
at his body shop. 1
nately, dozens of ot
either been lost or 1
over the years. Nen
by any account it's
can all envy and D:
deserves to be indu
the TSA National I
and be recognized
the best players in
of the game. As a|
David's accomplish
speak for themselv
winning tournamen
small part of his co
to the game. In ad
being a top-ranked
more than 20 years
persistent supporte
promoter of shuffle
everywhere he goes
addition, due to his
and respect for the
always willing to as
players as well as s
veterans with advic
their game. David
Valk) are pioneers
major tournament |
Texas in the 1980's



